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Introduction 
 

  This curriculum guide for Celebrate Freedom Week has been prepared in compliance 
with O.S 70. 2001, Section 25-152, as amended by Section 1, Chapter 83, O.S.L. Supp. 2007. 
This guide will provide information on the requirements of the law, dates for observing 
Celebrate Freedom Week, various resources for instructional use, and resources for conducting a 
Veterans Day Assembly.  
 
 In order to educate Oklahoma students about the sacrifices made for freedom on behalf of 
the country and the values on which this country was founded, November 11 has been designated 
ñVeterans Day,ò and the week in which November 11 falls has been designated ñCelebrate 
Freedom Weekò for the public schools of Oklahoma.   
 
 As part of a social studies class, during Celebrate Freedom 
Week or during another full school week as determined by the local 
board of education, appropriate instruction concerning the intent, 
meaning, and importance of the Declaration of Independence and the 
United States Constitution, including the Bill of Rights, in their 
historical contexts shall occur.  
 
 The study of the Declaration of Independence is to include the study and the relationship 
of ideas expressed in that document to subsequent American history, including the relationship 
of its ideas to the rich diversity of our people as a nation of immigrants; the American 
Revolution; the formulation of the United States Constitution; the Abolitionist Movement, which 
led to the Emancipation Proclamation; and the Womenôs Suffrage Movement. 
 
 Students in Grades 3-12 shall study and recite the following from the Declaration of 
Independence: 
 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. --That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. 

 
The board of education of each public school district shall ensure that each school in its 

district will on Veterans Day conduct and observe an appropriate Veterans Day Assembly 
program of at least one class period that remembers and honors American veterans.  In addition, 
schools may choose to have a one-minute moment of silence beginning at 11:00 a.m. on 
November 11 or the next appropriate school day. 
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Students may be excused from the recitation of the text, if: 

1. The parent or guardian of the student submits to the 
school district a written request that the student be 
excused; 

2. The student has a conscientious objection to the 
recitation as determined by the school district; or 

3. The student is a child of a representative of a foreign 
government to whom the United States government 
extends diplomatic immunity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  
The following information and resources is not an exhaustive listing, but educators may find 
many lessons, activities, literature, and other resources for planning and conducting Celebrate 
Freedom Week successfully. 

 
 
 

Celebrate Freedom Week 
Week of Observance 

November 10-14, 2008 

November  9-13, 2009 

November  8-12, 2010 

November  7-11, 2011 

November 12-16, 2012 

November 11-15, 2013 

November 10-14, 2014 

November  9-13, 2015 

November  7-11, 2016 
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Priority Academic Student Skills 
 

The Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) for the Social Studies may be accessed 

using the following link, http://sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/PASS/.  
 

The Oklahoma State PASS Standards for U.S. 

History and Government address the rigor of content 

knowledge and critical thinking to which students at each 

grade level and/or course can be expected to engage and 

master.  Each of the learning objectives in PASS designate 

levels of Bloomôs Taxonomy, indicating depth of 

knowledge and strength of rigor.  In addition, each grade 

level and course of study in the Social Studies PASS 

document identifies precise content knowledge which all students must demonstrate.  For 

example, examine one PASS standard for students in eighth grade United States History (8.5.5):   
 

Identify and give examples of the rights, responsibilities, liberties, and protections all 

individuals possess under the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, including the freedoms 

of religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition, and the rights to due process and trial 

by jury. 

     

This objective requires critical thinking and analysis to 

ñinterpretò and ñgive examplesò of rights and responsibilities under 

our Constitution and Bill of Rights.  According to Bloomôs 

Taxonomy, to interpret requires a level of rigor challenging students 

to actively engage in the study of the documents by applying and 

extending concepts in new situations.  This same PASS objective also 

indicates the content to be mastered by listing specific liberties, such 

as due process and freedom of speech.  In an eighth grade classroom, 

a lesson on free speech might involve a case study of a flag-burning 

incident and debate over a proposed anti-flag desecration amendment 

to the U.S. Constitution.   

 

The design of the Social Studies PASS document fully 

implements the intent of the Celebrate Freedom Week legislation in 

regards to grade-appropriate content and rigor.  Indications of the 

levels of rigor can be found on the Celebrate Freedom Week 

Correlation Chart  on page 20 of this resource guide. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/PASS/
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The Constitution is the base for 

all laws in the United States. 

Internet Resources 
 

While the Oklahoma State Department of Education does not endorse any particular 

program or Web site, the informational resources provided below may be useful in developing 

programs for Celebrate Freedom Week. 

 

American Bar Association (ABA)  
The American Bar Association has a Division for Public Education whose mission is ñto 

promote public understanding of law and its role in society.ò This Web site has a number of 

interactive resources that relate to the U.S. Constitution and other founding documents.  

http://www.abanet.org/publiced 

 

American Heritage Educational Foundation (AHEF)                                                                            
AHEF is a nonprofit, nonpartisan educational foundation. AHEF accomplishes this                   

patriotic mission by writing, producing, and              

distributing FREE K-12 lesson plans   to teachers, 

students, and families in all 50 states and through     

additional initiatives, programs, and partnerships.                                                                                     

http://www.americanheritage.org/ 

 

Bill of Rights Institute  
The Bill of Rights Institute provides information about 

liberties guaranteed in the Founding documents, the 

ideas and words of the Founders and how the Founding 

Principles shape a free society.  

http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org 

 

Boston National Historic Park (Massachusetts) 
The Boston National Historic Park Web site takes the viewer to Web sites of various other sites 

around Boston that were significant in the Colonial period and the American Revolution.  

http://www.nps.gov/bost 

   

C-SPAN in the Classroom 

This Web site contains content specific lessons on the meaning of the Constitution and 

contemporary society, including principles of government, the U.S. Constitution, the legislative 

branch, the executive branch, the judicial branch, and political participation.  

www.c-spanclassroom.org 

 

Center for Civic Education  

The Center for Civic Education promotes development of responsible 

participation in civic education. Programs focus on the U.S. Constitution 

and the Bill of Rights. The Web site includes curriculum and 

community-based programs.  

http://www.civiced.org 

http://www.abanet.org/publiced
http://www.americanheritage.org/
http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/
http://www.nps.gov/bost
http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/
http://www.civiced.org/
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"Jailed for Freedom" 
Suffragette Pin. © National 
Museum of American 
History. 

 
March on Washington Handbill. 
© National Museum of 
American History. 

 

 

The Charters of Freedom Online Exhibit  

This Web site hosts an online exhibit on the Declaration of 

Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/ 

 

A Chronology of US Historical Documents  
The University of Oklahoma College of Law has compiled                      

the text of numerous key documents in American History                   

at A Chronology of U.S. Historical Documents. 

www.law.ou.edu/hist/ 

  

The Constitution for Kids  
The U.S. Constitution for Grades K-3 with a basic fact sheet with 

a link for pictures of the U.S. Constitution.                                                                               

http://www.usconstitution.net/constkidsK.html  

For Grades 4-7 click on the following hyperlink: 

http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids4.html                                          

For Grades 8-12: http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids.html                                                          

Home page: http://www.usconstitution.net/index.html 

 

Constitutional Facts.com 

This Web site contains background information on the U.S. Constitution, Declaration of 

Independence, and the Articles of Confederation.  The site includes an online quiz, famous 

quotes, and a treasure hunt. 

http://www.constitutionfacts.com/ 

 

Constitutional Rights Foundation  
The Constitutional Rights Foundation provides programs and 

materials for teachers, students and citizens to learn about the 

importance of active participation in a democratic society.  

http://www.crf-usa.org/information.html 

  

Constitutional Rights Foundation - Chicago  
The Constitutional Rights Foundation - Chicago has designed and 

implemented a number of elementary and secondary law-related 

education programs. The site has a number of lessons in English, 

French and Spanish.  

http://www.crfc.org 

  

Declaration of Independence  
The Declaration of Independence link includes the text of the 

Declaration of Independence and another link to a photograph of 

the original document.  

http://library.thinkquest.org/11683/declare.html 

  

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/
http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/
http://www.usconstitution.net/constkidsK.html
http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids4.html
http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids.html
http://www.usconstitution.net/index.html
http://www.constitutionfacts.com/
http://www.crf-usa.org/information.html
http://www.crfc.org/
http://library.thinkquest.org/11683/declare.html
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This image of a black slave 

appealed to the humanity of free 

whites, asking, "Am I not a man 

and a brother?" The image 

accompanied the antislavery 

poem "Our Countrymen in 

Chains" by John Greenleaf 

Whittier, published in 1837. 

 

Declaration of Independence Road Trip  
The Declaration of Independence Road Trip is an effort to take a 

Dunlap Broadside copy of the Declaration of Independence 

around the country. The Web site includes a fourteen minute 

video of various celebrities reading the Declaration of 

Independence.  

http://www.independenceroadtrip.org 

  

Federal Judiciary  
The Federal Judiciary, under Educational Outreach area, has a 

number of resources that provide basic information about the 

federal court system as well as landmark decisions.  

http://www.uscourts.gov 

 

Founding.com 
The private Claremont Institute has established a Web site 

dedicated to the study of the Declaration of Independence called 

Founding.com: A Userôs Guide to the Declaration of 

Independence. 

www.founding.com/ 

 

Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History  

The Gilder Lehrman Institute offers a growing variety of 

resources to assist teachers and students. It offers 

professional development opportunities for educators and 

provides documents and exercises for classroom use. 

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/teachers/index.html 

 

Independence National Historic Park  
The Independence National Historic Park provides 

photographs and text information about each of the historic 

sites in the Independence National Historic Park.  

http://www.nps.gov/inde 

  

Justice Learningôs Guide to the Constitution:  

What it says. What it means. Interactive timelines. 

http://www.justicelearning.org/justice_timeline/Articles.aspx 

 

Law Related Education, Inc. (LRE)  
Law Related Education, Inc., sponsored by the State Bar of Texas has at 

least fourteen online interactive lessons for students as well as a number of 

lessons on the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, the Bill  

of Rights, and other resources. 

http://texaslre.org 

  

http://www.independenceroadtrip.org/
http://www.uscourts.gov/
http://www.founding.com/
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/teachers/index.html
http://www.nps.gov/inde
http://www.justicelearning.org/justice_timeline/Articles.aspx
http://texaslre.org/
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Library of Congress  

The Library of Congressô American Memory 

collection offers public access to digital reproductions 

of a wide range of historical and cultural documents 

including Documenst from the Continental Congress 

and the Constitutional Convention of 1774-1789. 

memory.loc.gov/ammem/bdsds/bdsdhome.html 

 

The Library of Congressô Web site has more than one 

hundred American Memory collections of historical 

audio recordings, documents, films, maps, and 

photographs with lesson plans for using the 

collections in a classroom.  

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html 

 

Monticello: The Home of Thomas Jefferson  
Monticello Explorer provides viewers with an in-depth look at the home of Thomas Jefferson. 

The site includes narrated tours, models of houses, animation and an interactive map. The 

Education link provides numerous resources for teachers and students.  

http://www.monticello.org 

  

The National Constitution Center 

The National Constitution Center, an independent, nonpartisan, 

nonprofit organization established by Congress to increase 

understanding of the U.S. Constitution and its relevance to daily lives of 

Americans, maintains a frequently updated site on the Constitution.                

www.constitutioncenter.org/ 

 

The Oklahoma Bar Association (OBA) 

and Law-related Education (LRE) 

The Law-related Education (LRE) 

Department of OBA was established in 1989 

to further the OBAôs goals of increasing 

public service and enhancing public 

understanding of the law and the legal 

system. To that end, LRE endeavors to 

educate citizens in a constitutional 

democracy and to create an active and 

responsible citizenry. 

http://www.okbar.org/public/lre/default.htm 

 

 

 

 

 


