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In an article on the Constitution one must observe that the convention which framed this document was composed of 99 democrats and 13 republicans.   First, the convention, in point of general intelligence, surpasses that of any other legislative body within my observation.  Second, they are honest.  Third, this convention is remarkable from the standpoint of sobriety.  It is seldom that you find 112 men gathered in one body but that one “sot” is among them.


The delegates have framed a constitution which on the whole is freer from objections than any fundamental law for a state ever before written.  They have had to deal with the amalgamation of two territories with different laws.  Questions have been earnestly and intelligently considered in the light of experience and the public good, with a view to promoting the prosperity of the farmer and the laborer, the merchant and the professional man.


The Preamble and Bill of Rights begin by recognizing Him who guides the destiny of the states and nations. 


In the legislative department, limitation is placed upon the power of enacting special legislation, and the appropriation of funds in the interest of organized graft and greed shall be limited to the will of our citizenship, upon which the burden must inevitably fall.


In the executive branch all offices are made elective, subservient to the people’s will.  The rights of members of the Five Civilized Tribes and other tribes of Indians have been studiously protected in their rights, both personal and property, civil and political.  Ample provisions have been provided to maintain education with separate but impartial provisions for the negro race.  The elements of agriculture and domestic science shall be proved in every common school to the end that the boys and girls may be taught how to protect themselves in a vocation rather than to burden them with a false education which leads exclusively to professions.  


A system for the establishment of public roads and highways is provided for.  In the matter of suffrage, the limitation is to those which experience and civilization has demonstrated wise in the granting of the electorate.  


Prohibition as provided in the Enabling Act for the Indian Territory has been complied with, and in the remaining part of the state the convention has neither adopted nor prohibited the adoption of such provision, but relegated it back to the people for settlement.


We have borrowed from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and rounded the whole into one compact form representing naught but Greater Oklahoma.





-Shawnee Daily Herald, April 21, 1907.

