“No historian can properly review the provisions of the Oklahoma Constitution without considering the Sequoyah Convention which convened at Muskogee in 1905.

As Vice-President of the Sequoyah Convention of 1905 and as President of the Guthrie Constitutional Convention of 1906, I witnessed some facts of historical value, hitherto not given publication. 

In 1902 a convention, representing the Chief-Executives of the Five Civilized Tribes met in Eufaula to inaugurate a movement to secure Statehood for the Indian Territory, separate from Oklahoma Territory. The Five Civilized Tribes—Chickasaws, Choctaws, Cherokees, Creeks, and Seminoles—were in great dread of Statehood with Oklahoma Territory on account of the hanging of a band of Seminoles in Pottawatomie County some years before. Many asserted the bodies of the Indians were burned. 

I was the only white man participating. We felt then it would be many years before Statehood and our object was to be good and ready when the propitious moment arrived. 

Early in 1905, a Cherokee Citizen, James Norman, became over-enthused and on his sole authority, issued a call for a Separate Statehood Convention. His lighted match set the prairies on fire all over the Five Civilized Tribes except the west half of the Chickasaw Nation. This call was premature for our plans, but the fat was in the fire and we had to act. 

Our committee agreed to follow the lead. In the meantime C. N. Haskell, without our knowledge and before we had time to act, invited into conference the author of the call, together with Gen. Pleasant Porter, Chief of the Creeks, Chiefs Green McCurtain, Rogers, Geo. W. Scott, and others and modified the terms of the premature call, by making it appear as official. 

I got a long distance telephone call from Chas. N. Haskell at Muskogee late the following afternoon, my first communication with Haskell. He asked if I would not come to Muskogee at once, via Denison, Texas, by which route by all night travel, I might arrive in Muskogee on the following afternoon. I readily agreed. In Muskogee, I met for the first time, C. N. Haskell, R. L. Owen, W. W. Hastings, P. B. Hopkins, General P. Porter, and others. 

Hastening back to the Chickasaw County, I got all the long-distance telephone lines and the Telegraph wires busy, asking our friends to meet me in some remote town from the main one of a given Recording District, on a day agreed upon. In each we quietly elected seven Delegates whose names I wired the press and thence to the next town and so on. By the end of the week all had duly elected delegates to attend the Muskogee Convention. This work was so rapid and performed with such secrecy in out-of-way towns that the opposition could not tell whether it was organized or a spontaneity. 

 It was agreed that Gen. Pleasant Porter of the Creeks should be President of the Convention and that the Chief (or his representative) of each of the other Five Tribes should be Vice-President, C. N. Haskell.  The Convention selected one Committee to draft the Constitution. This Committee drafted the entire Constitution and made the map of Counties.

We knew that it must stand before Congress above ridicule; and in harmony with the best modern thought for the protection of life, liberty, property, and the citizens' highest estimate of intelligence and progress. That our own futures in the political world depended upon just that. For this reason, neither Haskell nor I left the Convention or Committees for a moment, and we were the only persons there every moment. 

For days at a time, we alone were present. He lived at the Hotel in an apartment and I boarded there. Day and night we were on the bridge, and at the wheel, looking for icebergs, the shoals, and shallows of an uncharted sea. I have never regretted it, for without this experience the work so well done in the Guthrie Convention later, would have been impossible. The Sequoyah Convention gave us the outlines of an organization. The party committees made up for the most part of Railroad attorneys closed their doors against us; and but for Sequoyah Convention they had controlled the Guthrie Convention and drafted the fundamental law of Oklahoma. 

The Sequoyah Convention in submitting its Constitution to the people for ratification also submitted the names of four candidates for Congress as its first quota of representatives—two of these were Democrats and two were Republicans—there never was displayed the least partisanship in that Convention. Both were well represented in the make up of the delegations. No one cared for party advantage. 

The leader of the Sequoyah Delegation in Congress was the late C. L. Long, a Republican of Wewoka, the first postmaster there, a lovable character, an honest man; ever faithful to friendship or a cause. 

The campaign for the ratification of our work brought out local speakers in every community. In the Chickasaw Nation we encountered many unpleasant incidents—closing the public halls, sometimes the streets against us—everything in "Rough Stuff" except throwing stale eggs, was indulged in. 

The primary reason for the opposition in the Chickasaw Country was an anti-Indian sentiment. Personally, I cared little whether we had single or double statehood. The point was the Great United States had made the Indians a solemn promise that if they would abandon their homes and establish themselves in the western wilderness, never should Territorial or State Government include their domain without their consent. Sixteen thousand of their dead lie buried by the wayside, enroute to their western homes, silent sad witnesses to that compact made by our Government. Certainly neither Government, Statesman, or politician should wantonly violate such a pledge. But Providence, it seems, watches over the Indians just as there is a special Providence that guards drunk men and children. 

Haskell and I agreed that separate statehood was but a remote chance; but that the Sequoyah move would convince Congress that the Indian was quite capable of drafting instruments of law for a modern state; that the East would become alarmed, and fearing two more western states, would push an Enabling Act for one State. Just how nearly we were right can be determined by recalling the fact that the Oklahoma Enabling Act passed within twelve months. 

My purpose in reciting these details is to explode many speculations and theories on "How and Why Bill Murray became President of the Oklahoma Constitutional Convention.”

Some said it was shrewd organization ability of C. N. Haskell. Not so. True enough, had we not been united we could not have destroyed the opposition of the party machines in both territories. Just last year I read an article in the Daily Oklahoman, stating emphatically that my election was due to a combination between Haskell and Thomas P. Gore. 

We made no political promises to any one. We merely presented my platform and supported a separate provision for prohibition, to be voted on at the same election to ratify the Constitution. There you have it—Prohibition supporting me; I received sixty-two votes in the democratic caucus, and Pete Hanraty twenty-six votes (one being my vote) with nine absent. 

William H. Murray, June, 1931

