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As I was researching multicultural education curriculum in United States public schools, I came across an article from your SOCIAL EDUCATION journal titled, "Multicultural Education in Social Studies," from the November/December 2002 issue. I am currently attending St. Cloud State University in Minnesota and am taking a class in Human Relations for Teachers. As I read the article by Guichun Zong, Jesus Garcia, and Angene Wilson, I became concerned with some of the methods that were suggested for teaching strategies, as some conflicted with information I have received in my class. I would also like to offer a revised solution to the ways in which the article proposes a multicultural education approach.

Just as the article stated, multicultural education truly is a way to provide students with an accurate history of their world, and to prepare them with the skills necessary to become critical decision makers. It is extremely significant and important that the NCSS position statement includes that becoming an effective citizen includes challenging injustices. My main concern with the article is that it discusses the idea of patriotism and teaching children about all the wonderful things that individuals have done to contribute to American culture, while ignoring the roots of racism and where racism is today.

The first concern I have is that the article suggests that reading stories to elementary children about the "heroes" of African Americans and other cultures will give them a multicultural perspective. Sonia Nieto, professor of Education in Language, Literacy,; and Culture at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, explains why the use of teaching heroes is actually contributing to racism in an article titled, "Affirmation, Solidarity, and Critique: Moving Beyond Tolerance in Education" She states people such as Ruby Bridges, or even Rosa Parks " ... have been decontextualized to better fit in with the U.S. mainstream conception of individual rather than collective struggle, thus adding little to children's understanding of institutional discrimination ... " Children need to be taught about multicultural people from the first-source information, and not through the idea of how a white European American interpreted their thought. They need to learn to be critical of the source of the information they receive.

The other aspect from the article, regarding teaching students in an elementary school, discussed teaching about the environmental history of the Algonquin-speaking Native Americans in Massachusetts Nashua River through a story called A River Ran Wild. I am concerned that the article suggested to educators that they should teach children about the arrival of Europeans, to discuss industrialization, and then to put a big emphasis on the significance of social activism and cleanup efforts of Marion Stoddart in the 1960s. Not only does this method completely ignore that there was ever a complete genocide of each of the Native American tribes in this region, but children are lead to believe the cultural ideology that everything has really improved and to believe that there is not still racism and separation of Native Americans today. James Edler and Bruce Iron discuss this in their article, "Distancing Behaviors Often Used by White People," in which they describe, "Developing rationales that emphasize what changes have or may have occurred among people of color, slow down and prevent White people from confronting racism."

What I suggest to you is to find other ways in which to represent multicultural education so that racism is not ignored. Make a strong effort to ensure children do not advance through the school system believing that all of the racism and hardships existed in the past. Teachers can still discuss the contributions in the past, but they must then talk about where things are today and what still needs to be done. Another method that I suggest to educators is to teach beyond the history of other cultures as they have lived in the United States. Students need to learn that African Americans existed before they were carried over here, and there are worthwhile nations in Africa today. As obvious as it sounds, it is surprising how many children have no idea of the history of any culture before its people came to the United States. The last thing I suggest is to not have educators put an emphasis on the heroes who helped different cultures assimilate to the American culture. This only teaches students a deeper form of racism by explaining cultural imperialism as a positive thing. I hope that my suggestions offer you better guidance as new articles of this topic work their ways into the magazine. Continue to be very critical about the information educators are receiving on multicultural education in social studies.

