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SOCIAL STUDIES IS THE INTEGRATED STUDY OF the social sciences and humanities to promote civic competence. Within the school program, social studies provides coordinated, systematic study drawing upon such disciplines as anthropology, archaeology, economics, geography, history, law, philosophy, political science, psychology, religion, and sociology, as well as appropriate content from the humanities, mathematics, and natural sciences. The primary purpose of social studies is to help young people develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world.

Social studies teaching and learning are powerful when they are meaningful, integrative, value-based, challenging, and active.

1. Meaningful

The social studies program should relate to the age, maturity, and concerns of students. The social studies program should help students connect social studies content to their lives.

1.1 The program should provide students with a social studies experience at all grade levels, K-12.

1.2 The program should involve students in the formulation of goals, the selection of activities and instructional strategies, and the assessment of curricular outcomes.

1.3 The program should be based on the developmental and psychological needs of the students.

1.4 The program should focus on the social world as it is: its flaws, its strengths, its dangers, and its promise.

1.5 The program should include the study not only of human achievements, but also of human failures.

1.6 The program should emphasize pervasive and enduring social issues and connect them to the lives of students.

1.7 The program should demonstrate the relationships among local, regional, national, and global issues.

1.8 The program should include analysis of and attempts to formulate potential resolutions of present and controversial global problems.

1.9 The program should provide intensive and recurring cross-cultural study of groups.

1.10 The program should offer opportunities for students to interact with members of other racial, ethnic, and cultural groups.

1.11 The program should provide opportunities for students to examine potential future conditions and problems.

1.12 The program should provide a connection to the world of work through the exploration of careers and the application of essential social studies skills.

2. Integrated

The social studies program should draw from currently valid knowledge representative of human experience, culture, and beliefs in all areas of the social studies. Strategies of instruction and learning activities should rely on a broad range of learning resources.

2.1 The program should integrate current valid social studies concepts, principles, and theories in anthropology, archaeology, economics, geography, history, law, philosophy, political science, psychology, religion, and sociology.

2.2 The program should develop proficiency in methods of inquiry and analyzing, organizing and using data.

2.3 The program should balance the immediate social environment of students and the larger social world, examining multiple viewpoints.

2.4 The program should use a variety of primary and secondary sources that accommodate a wide range of reading abilities and interests.

2.5 The program should promote critical, creative, and ethical thinking on problems faced by citizens and leaders.

2.6 The program should use the expertise and experiences of a variety of community resource people.

2.7 The program should foster life-long learning.

3. Value-based

The social studies program should consider the ethical dimensions of topics and address controversial issues while providing an arena for reflective development of concern for the common good and the application of democratic values.

3.1 The program should help students understand the role that values play in decision making.

3.2 The program should give students the opportunity to think critically and make value-based decisions.

3.3 The program should support different points of view, respect for well-supported positions, and sensitivity to cultural similarities and differences.

3.4 The program should encourage students to develop a commitment to social responsibility, justice, and action.

3.5 The program should encourage students to examine and evaluate policy and its implications.

3.6 The program should give students the opportunity to think critically and make value-based decisions about related social issues.

4. Challenging

The social studies program should provide students with challenging content, activities, and assessments.

4.1 The program should provide students with the opportunity to engage in reflective discussion as they listen carefully and respond thoughtfully to one another's ideas.

4.2 The program should expose students to sources of information that include conflicting perspectives on controversial issues.

4.3 The program should provide students with the opportunity to formulate oral and written responses to content-based questions and issues.

