
 

Oklahoma Council for the Social Studies 
Officer Nomination Form 

 
Name:   Melissa Brown         
 
Home Address:  1629 N. Davis          
 
City, State, and Zip code: OKC, OK 7312         
  
Home Telephone:  ( 405 )789-8582        
 
Home email Address:  msbrown5@cox.net        
 
School Name:  Western Heights Jets Academy        
 
School Address:  8005 SW 44th          
 
City, State, and Zip code: OKC, OK 73179         
 
School Telephone:  ( 405 )350-3486       
 
School email Address:  melissa.brown@westernheights.k12.ok.us      
 
Position:  Teacher    Subject(s) Taught: Social Studies    
 
Grade Levels You Now Teach:  9-12          
 

Office You Are Seeking  (Please Check One) 

� President (Two Year Term - January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010) 

� Vice-President (One Year Term - January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010) 

� Secretary (Two Year Term - January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010) 

� Treasurer (Two Year Term - January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010) 

� NCSS Delegate (One Year Term - January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010) 

 X   Member at large 

Please refer to the Oklahoma Council for the Social Studies website for Qualifications and 
Officer Duties.    http://www.okcss.org/constitution.htm 
 
Please send completed nomination packet to: 
Matthew Holtzen 
4102 Hancock Avenue 
Enid, OK 73703-1323 
You may also email your nomination form by sending it to mdholtzen@sbcglobal.net 

 



 

All Nominations are due by October 31, 2009 
(Over) 

All Nominees 
Please provide a brief response to the stated question.  Your response will be used in a candidate 
information packet dispersed to all OCSS Members.  Please limit response to 200 words.   
 
What is the most significant issue currently confronting social studies education, and how would 
you confront this issue? 
  
 The biggest problem I see is student’s real lack of understanding of the need to study to 
the social sciences. I hear day in day out “Mrs. Brown why do we have study history, 
government, economics, law, etc.?” My stock answer is “to show us what we are capable of 
doing to others and for ourselves.”  If we could impress upon students the impact they have on 
the history they are making today, we as a society would be far ahead of where we are right now.  
This takes time. Time in class and time with students. To explain the big questions of life to 
young minds, have them think about their understanding of those problems and formulate 
solutions to problems takes time. In our college programs we require time for reflection but if we 
do not give students in elementary and secondary schools this same time for reflection we rob 
them of the ability to see what we are trying to teach them.  We need to teach students how to 
reflect on what they are learning and then give them the time to do just that, come back to the 
table of learning and discuss their conclusions with their “colleagues”.  
 
 

 


