Oklahoma Council for the Social Studies

Officer Nomination Form

Name:  Kelly S. Curtright











Home Address:  909 Sandhurst Drive








City, State, and Zip code: Edmond, Oklahoma 73034






Home Telephone:  (405) 476-7062









Home email Address:  <jrmint58@yahoo.com>







School Name:  Oklahoma State Department of Education, Office of Standards and Curriculum

School Address:  2500 North Lincoln Blvd., Suite 315





 

City, State, and Zip code: Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4599






School Telephone:  (405) 522-3523









School email Address:  <Kelly_Curtright@sde.state.ok.us






Position:  Director, Social Studies & Personal Financial Literacy
Subject(s) Taught:  Social Studies and Personal Financial Literacy


Grade Levels You Now Teach:  PK-12








Office You Are Seeking  (Please Check One)

· President (Two Year Term - January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010)

· Vice-President (One Year Term - January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010)

· Secretary (Two Year Term - January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010)

· Treasurer (Two Year Term - January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010)

X    NCSS Delegate (One Year Term - January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010)

Please refer to the Oklahoma Council for the Social Studies website for Qualifications and Officer Duties.    http://www.okcss.org/constitution.htm
Please send completed nomination packet to:

Matthew Holtzen

4102 Hancock Avenue

Enid, OK 73703-1323

You may also email your nomination form by sending it to mdholtzen@sbcglobal.net
All Nominations are due by October 31, 2009
(Over)

All Nominees

Please provide a brief response to the stated question.  Your response will be used in a candidate information packet dispersed to all OCSS Members.  Please limit response to 200 words.  

What is the most significant issue currently confronting social studies education, and how would you confront this issue?

The position of the Social Studies within the public schools continues to be looked down upon and misunderstood.  As social studies educators we need to begin to espouse our disciplines’ necessity from a standpoint of strength.  The areas of history, geography, civics/government, economics, etc. are vitally necessary for “citizenship education.”  OCSS is essential for a healthy statewide social studies presence in Oklahoma. 
This past year OCSS along with the Oklahoma Council for History Education took the lead in turning back legislative attempts to diminish the assessment of United State history in Grades 5 and 8.  One proposal called for the elimination of ALL four years of social studies assessments. A vigorous multi-prong counter-campaign began with emails, phone calls, visits by members to the legislature, and a press release. This call to action grew our membership by some 200 to 300 members.

OCSS took a unique approach to membership by placing a moratorium on due for 2009.  The Council has been actively seeking partnerships to enhance members’ benefits.  Just this month (October) the Council held its annual statewide conference for over 200 plus members. 

As the current Council’s NCSS Delegate/Parliamentarian I am committed to representing our Oklahoma teachers at the NCSS House of Delegates in November 2009 and next year in Denver, if the members choose to re-elect me.

