Oklahoma Council for the Social Studies

Officer Nomination Form

Name:  

Jim Murphree








Home Address:  
1400 Winding Ridge Rd







City, State, and Zip code: 
Norman, OK 73072







Home Telephone:  (405) 329-4717









Home email Address:  










School Name:  
Norman Public Schools







School Address:  
131 S. Flood 









City, State, and Zip code: 
Norman, OK 73069







School Telephone:  (405)  366-5829









School email Address:  
jamesm@norman.k12.ok.us






Position:  Social Studies Coordinator


Subject(s) Taught:  
US History, Civics

Grade Levels You Now Teach:  
n/a








Office You Are Seeking  (Please Check One)

· President (Two Year Term - January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010)

· Vice-President (One Year Term - January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010)

· Secretary (Two Year Term - January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010)

· Treasurer (Two Year Term - January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010)

· NCSS Delegate (One Year Term - January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010)

Please refer to the Oklahoma Council for the Social Studies website for Qualifications and Officer Duties.    http://www.okcss.org/constitution.htm
Please send completed nomination packet to:

Matthew Holtzen

4102 Hancock Avenue

Enid, OK 73703-1323

You may also email your nomination form by sending it to mdholtzen@sbcglobal.net
All Nominations are due by October 31, 2009
(Over)

All Nominees

Please provide a brief response to the stated question.  Your response will be used in a candidate information packet dispersed to all OCSS Members.  Please limit response to 200 words.  

What is the most significant issue currently confronting social studies education, and how would you confront this issue?

For the position of Member-At-Large:

Standardized testing with a heavy emphasis on reading and math gives the impression that social studies has less value than those two equally important subjects. Because social studies does not directly factor into site or district API scores, many attach less urgency to the multiple life skills students acquire in a well-taught social studies course. 

All of us must continue to be tireless advocates for what we know is the most fundamental purpose of public education – to produce broadly educated citizens armed with the ability to analyze carefully and think independently to participate in meaningful ways to maintain our democracy, improve our society, and advance our civilization.  

