CONSTITUTION

OF THE

STATE OF OKLAHOMA

Adopted in Convention at Guthrie, July 16, 1907.

Ratified Sept. 17, 1907. In force Nov. 16, 1907.

BILL OF RIGHTS

1. All political  power is inherent in the people;  and government is instituted for their protection, security, and  benefit, and to  promote their general  welfare; and they  have the right to  alter or reform  the same whenever  the public good may require it:  Provided, such change be not repugnant to the Constitution of the United States.

2. All  persons have the  inherent right to life,  liberty, the  pursuit  of  happiness,  and  the  enjoyment of the gains of  their own industry.

 3. The people  have the  right peaceably to assemble  for their own good, and to apply to those invested with the powers  of government for redress  of grievances by  petition.

4. No power, civil or military, shall ever interfere to prevent the free exercise of the right of suffrage.

5. The  courts of justice of the  State shall be open to  every person, and  speedy and  certain remedy  afforded for  every wrong and for every  injury to person, property,  or reputation; and  right and  justice shall  be administered without sale, denial, delay or prejudice.

6. No person  shall be deprived of life, liberty,  or property, without due process of law.

7. All persons shall be bailable for capital offenses. Excessive  bail shall not  be required, nor excessive  fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted.

8. Imprisonment  for  debt is  prohibited, except  for the non- payment of fines and penalties imposed for violation of law.

9. The  military shall be held  in strict subordination to  the civil authorities.   No soldier  shall be  quartered in  any house, in time of peace,  without the consent of the  owner.

10. Treason against the State shall consist only in levying  war against it or  in adhering to  its enemies, giving  them aid and comfort.  

11. A grand jury  shall be composed of twelve (12)  persons, any nine (9) of whom concurring  may find an indictment.  

.

12. The  right of trial by  jury shall be and  remain inviolate. Juries for the trial of civil and criminal cases shall consist of twelve (12) persons; but  in   the trial of misdemeanors, proceedings for the violation  of ordinances  or  regulations  of  cities  and towns, juries  shall  consist  of  six  (6) persons. 

13. In all  criminal prosecutions  the accused  shall have  the right to a speedy and  public trial by an impartial  jury of the county in which the crime shall have been committed. He  shall be informed  of the  nature and  cause of  the accusation against him and have a  copy thereof, and be confronted  with the witnesses against him,  and have compulsory process  for obtaining witnesses in his  behalf. 

14. No person  shall  be compelled to  give evidence which  will  tend  to  incriminate  him,  nor shall  any person,  after having once been acquitted by a  jury, be again put in  jeopardy of life or  liberty for  that of  which he  has been acquitted.

15. Every person may freely speak, write, or publish his  sentiments on all  subjects, and  no  law  shall  be  passed to restrain or abridge  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of the press.  

16. The right of a  citizen to keep and bear arms in  defense of his home, person, or property, or in aid of the civil power shall never be prohibited;

17. The right  of the  people  to  be secure  in their  persons, houses, papers and effects against unreasonable searches  or seizures shall not be  violated; and no warrant  shall issue but upon  probable cause  supported by  oath or affirmation, describing  as  particularly  as  may  be  the  place  to be searched and the person or thing to be seized.

18. The enumeration in this Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed  to deny, impair,  or disparage others  retained by the people.

