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SNEAK PEEKS
Overview:

Students often overlook important details in visuals used in social studies classrooms. Such details can offer in-depth insight necessary to full understand the artist’s or photographer’s retelling of an historic time and place. In order to better assist students in evaluating all details included in visuals, the “Sneek Peek” strategy can offer a structured approach.
Procedure:

1. Discuss the devices an artist uses to draw the viewer’s eye to a particular place in a painting or photograph. In what way does this device focus attention of particular details? Inform the class that they will be analyzing visuals in a new method, looking for details not necessarily within the “focused” portion of a piece of art, yet, nevertheless, containing important details worth noting and insightful to fully understanding the visual.

2. Divide students into groups of four. Give each member of the group a copy of a visual (artwork or photograph) with only one-fourth of the visual showing. (Use colored paper paperclipped or stapled to the visual in order to block out 3/4th of the visual.)

3. Ask each student to list all details he/she observes in their respective quarter of the visual. 

4. What do they predict will be found in the remaining portions of the visual? How have they reached this conclusion?

5. Groups should be given time to share their quarter of the visual to verify their predictions.

6. Conduct a class discussion regarding the importance of looking for key details in visuals, deliberately placed there by the artist or photographer. 
Options:

*  Conduct a classroom discussion, modeling the procedure above, prior to dividing the class into groups for their own investigations. 

* Divide the class into four groups, with each group having one copy of the same visual, however, with a different quarter of the visual revealed. Conduct the same discussions from steps 3 and 4 above. Allow groups to exchange their visuals to verify their predictions. 

* Use the following guide for student discussions, asking students to jot down their findings and predictions.

	                             SNEAK PEEKS

You have been given a visual (artwork or photograph) with only one quarter of it revealed. Do not look at the remaining quarters of the visual until responding to the following questions in the boxed below.

1. In the quarter space below that corresponds to the revealed quarter of your visual, jot down a description of all of the objects, people, landscapes, etc. you can identify in only the revealed quarter. 

2. In the remaining three quarters, make a prediction of what you will see when these quarters are revealed. 

3. Exchange visuals with your partner(s) in your group. Verify your predictions.

	
	

	
	


