State schools get B in history 
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Oklahoma's public school U.S. history curriculum ranks among the top 10 nationally, according to a study by the Thomas B. Fordham Institute in Washington. 

From the Revolution to Reconstruction and the Louisiana Purchase to Charles Lindbergh, Oklahoma's U.S. history standards earned a B overall from the institute. 

State schools Superintendent Sandy Garrett said she was proud of the grade. 

"This is a big step forward, and we'll keep trying to improve and get one of the A's next time," she said. "We are going to be looking in detail at their ranking to see what we need to do to improve." 

The study said Oklahoma's eighth-grade American history curriculum is "as balanced and challenging as any middle school American history curriculum in any of the state standards." 

The study said the curriculum for other grades is not nearly as strong. 

"If the elementary and, especially, the high school segments of the sequence are raised to the same high standard, Oklahoma would rank among the very best states in U.S. history education," the study said. 

In high school, significant historical figures are ignored, the study states. Students don't learn about Presidents Hoover or Franklin Delano Roosevelt during lessons on the Great Depression, President Nixon during Watergate or President Reagan during the Iran-Contra affair.  

Oklahoma was among five states that got B's, ranking in the 83rd percentile. The states on par with Oklahoma are Virginia, Kansas, Georgia and Delaware. 

Those five states received 25 points out of a possible 30. Only six states earned A's, while 23 received F's. 

Eighth-graders study U.S. history from the Revolution to Reconstruction and are exposed to all sides of the issues, the study says.  Students are asked such questions as "assess the economic, political and social aspects of slavery and the variety of slave experiences," and "discuss the impact of the presidential election of 1860, including the issues, personalities and results." 

The institute looked at whether curriculums discussed real people, had a coherent sequence, were balanced and free of covert ideological agendas and were written in strong, clear prose. 

Indiana received the top ranking, followed by New York, Arizona, California, Alabama and Massachusetts. The states with the worst rankings were Wyoming, Arkansas, Alaska and Maine -- all scoring just 2 points

